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SMALL HOUSE MODEL OF LONG TERM CARE FOR 
RESIDENTS WITH DEMENTIA

THE FEMALE ARTIST - A VIBRANT LIFE



SITE ANALYSIS

This project site is located in Oklahoma City, OK at what was 
previously known as the Crossroads Mall and lies at the major 
intersection of I-35 and I-240. Before the mall's closure, the mall 
contained approximately 36 stores and services. It also has a very 
large trade zone outside of the mall building itself with numerous 
retailers, and restaurants, including two hotels and a movie theater. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interstate_35_in_Oklahoma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interstate_240_(Oklahoma)


The Dementia Friendly City Center is an innovative facility  that encourages wellness over 
illness with the incorporation of four central design tenants: medical care and infectious 
disease control with onsite quarantine units; opportunities for social interaction and 
personal autonomy; therapeutic indoor/outdoor environments; and sustainable building 
practices to aid in global climate change mitigation. Three types of residential memory care 
are introduced in adjacent housing with secure access to the DFCC. We will be focusing on 
household 2 and creating a space that meets the needs of a specific lifestyle.



RESEARCH

Universal Design: A universally designed environment creates 
opportunities for older adults to participate in  activities without 
the stigmatization associated with adapted or accessible 
designs

Color Theory: Color can influence our emotions and 
health. Thoughtful use of color in design can help bring 
comfort and care to the elderly in healthcare settings. 

Lighting: Sunlight stimulates the circadian and 
neuroendocrine systems and helps keep the body's 
systems and functions in balance. 

Sustainability: The social dimension of sustainable design is 
extremely beneficial to senior living. 

Spacial Design: Designing around the senses is a way to 
boost engagement for residents and also helps with 
wayfinding. 



This Dementia Friendly City Center household focuses on 

creating a space for the female artist from the city to 

continue  living a vibrant life. Inspired by the lofts you find in 

big cities, natural light is utilized by using expansive floor to 

ceiling windows and skylights. Materials and finishes you 

find in urban buildings such as concrete, reclaimed wood, 

metals and exposed brick are also incorporated. Textural 

variation manipulated both aesthetically and as a wayfinding 

technique will create further interest throughout the 

spaces. Defining universal design begins with granting 

residents a sense of control over their environment to 

enhance the value of their interactions within these spaces. 

The open floor plan and flexible furniture placement 

encourages exploration, movement, and social interaction 

for residents, visitors, and staff.

A Vibrant Life

A Vibrant Life

City lifestyle

Balance neutral tones, pops of 
color, and industrial elements 
to replicate a city loft

Expansive windows for 
natural light

Having an open concept layout 
and using flooring to distinguish 
areas for different activities

Inspiration 
from art 

CONCEPT



MOOD BOARD



INSPIRATION / SCHEMATICS



FLOORPLAN

FLOOR PLAN LEGEND

1. Living Room
2. Kitchen/Dining
3. Nurses Station
4. Housekeeping
5. Public Restroom
6. Outdoor Patio
7. Dining/Activity
8. Lounge Area
9. Private Lounge Area

10. Residence Bedroom
11. Residence Bathroom
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LIVING ROOM

Low ceiling gives the living room a more residential and private feel. 
Sleek lines, modern patterns and materials that you find in urban buildings are used
Large windows for plenty of natural light



LIVING ROOM

FURNITURE 

Kravet / Shadow Dance / Sea 
Green

Stanton/ Grandeur Gradient/ Desert

Koroseal  / Slab / Brutalist

Naturally resilient to dirt and soiling makes 
wools exceptionally easy to maintain. Wool is 
also non-allergenic, and naturally flame 
retardant. The combination of strength and 
durability ensures that the  carpet is long 
lasting

MATERIALS
Reclaimed Wood

The seat cushions are designed with a concealed cleanout to 
prevent a buildup of debris. Steel reinforced joint system 
stops ongoing and costly furniture replacement

kwalu / Potenza

Sherwin Williams / Tricorn Black

kwalu / Carrara
The angled center legs create signature style and provides plenty of support.

Interface / Sand Dune

Crypton performance fabric - It 
resist stains,  beads liquids, and 
rejects odors and bacteria. 

SuperPaint with Air Purifying 
Technology - helps indoor air quality 
by reducing VOCs, reduces common 
household odors, inhibits the growth of 
mold and mildew

Sound Choice™ 4.5 mm LVT - Sound 
Choice backing system provides 
acoustic insulation without the need for 
additional underlayment, significantly 
reducing impact sound within a space.

Cement wall covering to bring 
industrial element 

Reclaimed wood  to bring 
industrial element 



KITCHEN/DINING

Low ceiling gives the kitchen a more residential feel
High contrast colors are used to help with impaired vision
Universal design incorporated  and ADA compliant kitchen



KITCHEN/DINING

Drop ceiling and flooring have  sound absorption qualities 
Views to the outdoors and common area



KITCHEN / DINING

FURNITURE 

MATERIALS
Kravet / Dejo / Limonata

kwalu / Carrara Dining Table
The angled center legs create signature style 
points and also provide support.

Sherwin Williams / Tricorn Black

Feature clean lines; a spacious 
removable seat, an angled back and 
angled contemporary arms to 
facilitate ingress and egress. 

kwalu / Caterina Dining Chair

Restoration Hardware / Armchair with Fabric 
ChairThe straight lines and and metal legs bring 
an industrial modern element. The arms 
and slightly angled back help with ease of 
ingress and egress

Natural Stone integrated with 
antique mirror and metal elements, 
unique shapes with architectural 
movement

Daltile / Lavaliere

Most heat, scratch & stain 
resistant in the market, 
maintenance free, food safe

Daltile / American Reserve One Quartz
SuperPaint with Air Purifying 
Technology - helps indoor air quality 
by reducing VOCs, reduces common 
household odors, inhibits the growth of 
mold and mildew

Crypton performance fabric - It 
resist stains,  beads liquids, and 
rejects odors and bacteria. 

Koroseal  / Arbor Wood Wallcoverings
Precision perforated to provide a 
high level of acoustical 
performance.



LOUNGE/ACTIVITY

Clerestory windows allows natural light into the space.
Artwork, different colored walls, and shelving for personal items help residents with wayfinding



FURNITURE / EQUIPMENT

MATERIALS

Koroseal  / Slab / Brutalist

JF Fabrics / Silken 31
"Silken" has a soft hand and elegance of a 
silk velvet fabric, but has the high 
performance quality and Fibre-Guard stain 
free technology. Linen coloration.

Koroseal  / Arbor Wood Wallcoverings
Precision perforated to provide a 
high level of acoustical 
performance.

Stanton / Oxford Street / Marine
Made of nylon which has  superb resiliency 
and  helps keep the carpet’s beauty for 
longer. It also has anti-microbial properties, 
is resistant to moisture and has good 
cleanability.

Koroseal  / Bellagard Handrail

The straight tapered legs and angular lines 
of each piece anchor the space. Carini’s 
deep seat cushion is removable for easy 
cleaning.

Kwalu / Carini Lounge

Restoration Hardware / Arm Fabric Chair
The straight lines and and metal legs bring 
a industrial modern element. Arms and 
slightly angled back help with ease of 
ingress and egress

LOUNGE/ACTIVITY

Cement wall covering to bring 
industrial element 



BEDROOM

Reduce barriers that make daily life for dementia suffers a struggle
Custom millwork allows the resident to have plenty of space for storage



BEDROOM/ BATHROOM

Transfer Master / Night Rider 
Hi-Low Bed

Kwalu Bedside Cabinet 

Kwalu Tindari 
Lounge

FURNITURE / EQUIPMENT

Arjo / Lift System

MATERIALS

Sherwin Williams / Inkwell 

JF Fabrics / Silken 31

SuperPaint with Air Purifying 
Technology - helps indoor air 
quality by reducing VOCs, reduces 
common household odors, inhibits 
the growth of mold and mildew

- Color contrast for toilet, door handle, 
handles, light switch

- Room well lit with light above toilet
- Screen to hide mirror 

Sound Choice™ 4.5 mm LVT - Sound 
Choice backing system provides 
acoustic insulation without the need 
for additional underlayment, 
significantly reducing impact sound 
within a space.

Interface / Sand Dune

"Silken" has a soft hand and elegance of 
a silk velvet fabric, but has the high 
performance quality and Fibre-Guard 
stain free technology. Linen coloration.




